MICHEL DE  MONTAIGNE

constructions, and the sense In one or two points

Is uncertain; but, rendered Into English, it was
substantially this: "In the year of our Lord
1571, at the age of thirty-eight, on the last day of
February, being the anniversary of his birth,
Michel de Montaigne, long weary of the service
of the Court and of public employments, while
still in his full vigour, betook himself to the bosom
of the learned Virgins; where, if the fates permit,
lie may pass, in calm and freedom from all cares,
what little shall yet remain of his allotted time
now more than half run out. This his ancestral
abode and sw?eet retreat he has consecrated to his
freedom, tranquillity, and leisure." *

A period of life had closed; a new period was
opening. Was this retirement of Montaigne an
act of happy election of a manner of life which
he desired and loved? Was it an act of resigna-
tion ? He was not a poet of the romantic age who
could find Infinite charm in the solitude of the
fields. He was not, like his contemporary Olivier
de Serres, interested and skilled in the labours of
the agriculturalist The cares of household man-
agement were an affliction to him, or at least he
came to think them such. He was eminently soci-

*I cannot accept the rendering of Galy and Lapeyre,
followed by M. Bonnefon, who make Montaigne express
his hope to complete his ancestral abode (taking exigaf
istas sedes).

146    145e 1569 would be not far from the end of four years.om his
